
Allotm ent  Planning Glossary 
 

Account : Classif ies t ransact ions as balance sheet  account  or operat ing account  (e.g, 

asset , liabilit y, fund balance, revenue, expenditure, other source/ use) .  For purposes 

of the allotments and expenditures, agencies will focus on the Expense Account  

chart field.  Expense Accounts replace Object  Codes used in the Cent ral Account ing 

System, however, they are sim ilar.   Account  Categories (3-digit  code)  replace Object  

Categories, Account  Classes (4-digit )  replace the former Object  Classes;  Account  

Classes represent  a breakdown of the Account  Category hierarchy.  (Please reference 

the Expense Account  Crosswalk for details.)  

 

Budget  Check: I n commitment  cont rol, the processing of source t ransact ions 

against  cont rol budget  ledgers, to see if they pass, fail,  or pass with a warning. 

 

Budget  Control: I n com m itm ent  cont rol, budget  cont rol ensures that  com m itm ents 

and expenditures don't  exceed budgets. I t  allows the abilit y to t rack t ransact ions 

against  corresponding budgets and term inate a docum ent 's cycle if the defined 

budget  condit ions are not  m et . 

 

Budget  Period: The interval of t ime (such as 12 months or 4 quarters)  into which a 

period is divided for budgetary and report ing purposes. The ChartField allows 

maximum flexibilit y to define operat ional account ing t ime periods without  rest r ict ion 

to only one calendar. 

 

Budget  Reference:  Reserved for federal fiscal year – Opt ional ChartField 

 

ChartField:  A field that  stores a chart  of accounts, resources, etc., depending on 

the PeopleSoft  applicat ion. ChartField values represent  individual account  num bers, 

departm ent  codes.  General Ledger applicat ion defines the financial st ructure of an 

organizat ion into st ructural com ponents called ChartFields. These fields classify the 

State of Ohio’s chart  of accounts into the appropriate report ing ent it ies and report ing 

categories for financial report ing. 

 

COA: Chart  of Accounts.  The COA in OAKS includes the following:   Fund, ALI , 

Account , Departm ent , Program  in addit ion to opt ional chart fields (Project / Grant , 

Service Locat ion, Report ing, Agency Use, I STV Cross Reference and Budget  

Reference) . 

 

Control Table: Stores informat ion that  cont rols the processing of an applicat ion. 

This type of processing m ight  be consistent  throughout  an organizat ion, or it  m ight  

be used only by port ions of the organizat ion for m ore lim ited sharing of data. 

 

Departm ent : Captures cost  of work unit  that  delivers the goods or services. This is 

a required ChartField on encumbrance and expense t ransact ions.   

 

Encum brance An Encum brance is an am ount  legally spent  based on a cont ract  or 

Purchase Order .   Am ounts must  be allot ted before they can be encumbered. 

 

Fund: Segregated for purposes of conduct ing act ivit ies or at taining object ives in 

accordance with regulat ions/ lim itat ions. 

 

General Ledger ( GL) : Contains all of the financial accounts of a business;  contains 

offset t ing debit  and credit  accounts. 

 



I ncrem ental Loading:  Appropriat ion am ounts for each ALI  m ay be loaded into 

OAKS incrementally or part ially making only port ions of the ent ire appropriat ion 

available for commitment  and expenditure.  I n certain instances, appropriat ion 

am ounts may be part ially loaded and made available for expenditure as a m ethod to 

cont rol cash balances. 

 

Journal Entry: A journal line ent ry consists of account ing and ChartField informat ion 

in OAKS General Ledger.   

 

Journal Header: The first  page entered to create journal ent r ies in PeopleSoft  

General Ledger which includes the overall journal informat ion such as the ledger, the 

journal source, long and short  descript ions and m ore. 

 

Journal Line: Refers to each account ing line entered in OAKS General Ledger Create 

Journal Ent ries consist ing of appropriate ChartField and account ing values. 

 

Sum m ary ChartField: Summary ChartFields are used to create summary ledgers 

that  roll up detail amounts based on specific detail values or on selected t ree nodes. 

When detail values are summarized using t ree nodes, summary ChartFields must  be 

used in the Sum m ary Ledger data record to accom m odate the m axim um  length of a 

node nam e (20 characters) . 

 

Tree: The graphical hierarchy in PeopleSoft  systems that  displays the relat ionship 

between all account ing units ( for exam ple, corporate divisions, projects, report ing 

groups, account  num bers)  and determ ines roll-up hierarchies. 

 

 

 

 


